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second and fuller Eook of Discipline, published in 1578, and
set about carrying its principles into practice. Scattered
presbyteries had for some time been in existence. These
were now, in various parts of the country, combined in the
wider organization called a 'classis' (p. 248). Had this
system been allowed to spread a little more widely, it would
have gone hard with the Church of England. About the
same time, doctrines even more subversive of the Church
and the ecclesiastical supremacy began to be promulgated
by Browne, Barrow and others, whose disciples, afterwards
known as Independents, were at first called after the names
of their leaders. If the establishment of presbyteries, classes,
and synods threatened the episcopalian system, the theory
that every congregation of Christian men formed a separate
church and should be free to govern itself as it pleased
(p. 223), left no place at all for the bishops or for the exercise
of royal authority in matters ecclesiastical.

In selecting Whitgift as Grindal's successor, the queen
had chosen a man of undaunted courage and rigid orthodoxy.
If the nonconformists were to be suppressed, she could
hardly have found an instrument better suited to her purpose.
But, though he was strongly supported by the queen, and
was a member of the Privy Council, the task before him was
no easy one. The articles (p. 211) issued immediately after
his succession, insisting on subscription to the Prayer-Book
and all the Thirty-nine Articles, were regarded by many
as going beyond the law. The questions which he drew up,
in order to prevent evasion and discover the least deviation
from orthodoxy, were condemned even by Burghley (p. 213).
The House of Commons took up the cause of the deprived
ministers, and, while calling attention to abuses in the
Church, recommended greater leniency in dealing with the
Puritan clergy. The severity of the bishops and the High
Commissioners, and the insolence of minor officials, gave
occasion to call in question the legality of their proceedings,
the use of excommunication, and the oath ' ex officio' (pp.
215-218), The house even went -so far as to advocate a plan